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« 5... and learn of Me” 


A New Testament Worth Looking At - | 


Nn evangelistic missionary reported the following 
A story to the American Bible Society: 

“It was my privilege to spend several days recently 
+n the home of Mrs. Cabazares in Taft, Samar, Phil- 
ippine Islands. She showed me a New ‘Testament 
printed in what she calls ‘Calbayog Samareno.’ 
According to her story she was in Salut, a neighbor- 
ing municipality, when some people came, preaching 
and showing lantern slides. Whoever bought a ticket 
for the lantern-slide lecture was given a copy of 
this New Testament, which, however, contained ap- 
parently only the Gospels and the Acts. 

“When the priest found out about these Scriptures 
he ordered the people to burn them—and she burned 
hers. But her curiosity got the better of her and 
she obtained another copy from an American ex- 
soldier living there. This copy she read diligently; 
and when she found what was in it, she separated 


\ 


. 
the Gospels and Acts, binding each one by its} 
with thread and paper—deleting all references | 
the fact that this was part of the Bible and all rd 
erences to publishers—and circulated the individu 
copies in the Catholic women’s society, of whif 
she was one of the leaders. These women used the 
as a basis of their devotional exercises, but 0 
until the priest found out what was going on. T 
result was inevitable. Rather than give up 
precious Gospel she suffered expulsion from t 
Roman Catholic Church. With her went a la 
group of women who formed the basis for the th 
evangelical churches now existing in Taft, Mantag 
and Maytigbaw. This volume of Scripture is now 
the hands of the American Bible Society as a proof 
how the Word of God enters into the hearts and li 
of men and women with transforming power tod 


just as it has through the centuries.” 


Thanks, Lowell Thomas 


In his daily news broadcast made on July 26, 1949, 
Lowell Thomas on his world tour was brought in 
from Japan. He had just come from a visit to General 
MacArthur at Tokyo. In his inimitably delightful 
manner he characterized Douglas MacArthur and 
described his headquarters. As world travelers the 
two men had much in common, which occupied the 
early moments of their conversation. Then Lowell 
Thomas said: 


Finally, of course, we got around to Japan, and he asked 
me if I had seen anything—and then he quickly added 
that he knew I hadn’t been 
here long enough to see any- 
thing, with which I promptly 
disagreed, for there are sev- 
eral ways of traveling and 
getting much from it. 

For instance, I was finding 
out that Douglas MacArthur 
is quite different to all that I 
had been told. To me by far 
the most impressive part of 
what General MacArthur had 
to say concerned religion. ... 
He said that when they lost 
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the war the Japanese people lost faith in their religiog 
Shintoism and Buddhism, leaving a religious vacuu 
What an opportunity for Christianity to move in! 


MacArthur said that he has begged America to send h 
missionaries, that he now has twice as many missionar 
here as ever before, but not half enough; and he has ask 
for a million Bibles this year, three million Bibles next yed 
and within fifteen years he hopes to have Bibles enough f 
all the eighty million people in these islands. 


Before August 5, ten days following the broadea 
the American Bible Society had received over $6 
in gifts for Bibles for Japan from persons who hea 
the broadcast. These gifts came from people w 
knew that the American Bible Society was the sou 
of supply for Japanese Bibles. Thousands of Low 
Thomas’ listeners may have had the same impulse 
help, but no information as to where to send thé 
gifts. he American Bible Society has launched up¢ 
a great program for Japan which we are sure t 
American people will support when they know the 
facts. Send gifts marked for Japan to the Ame 
ican Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, New Yo 
Dep NAY 4 
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What Makes the Bible Great 


AVERYWHERE the Bible outdistances other 
4 books. By every test it is the world’s greatest 
ook. It has endured the longest. It has survived 
very form of attack. It has spread the farthest, 
oth among the languages of men and across the 
.ap of the world. It is better known and more 
idely read today than ever before. It has no 
wals. What makes the Bible so great? 

May we venture a threefold answer? First, the 
ble’s greatness lies in its unity. In spite of the 
wet the Bible is a very ancient book and was 
iginally written in at least three languages, and 
. not less than forty different writers; in spite 
‘the fact that its earliest writers died eighteen 
amdred years before its latest were born; in 
mite of the fact that some of it is poetry, some of 

prose, some of it sermons, some philosophy, 
ome history, some story and parable, and some 
uilding specifications and some legal formulae, 
mere is such a unity within the Bible’s 1,200 
sages that people resent its being edited or 
nortened. They want it all—every shred of it, 
er it treats of the subject they are more inter- 
sted in than any other on earth. The Bible’s 
ubject is man—the average man. With one ex- 
eption the Bible’s heroes are all of them just 
nen. We see them in all their weakness as well 
3 their moments of courage, faith and victory. 
‘ecall what the Bible tells us of Jacob and David, 
if Elijah, of Peter, James, John and Paul. 

In the second place, the greatness of the Bible 
tems from its clarity. The Bible treats its subject 
5 that a child can understand it. Yes, there are 
lifficult passages in the Bible; but its principal 
hemes are as simple as the stories of Joseph and 

£ Daniel, as clear as the Twenty-Third Psalm 
nd as understandable as the parables of the 
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Prodigal and the Good Samaritan. The Bible 
was given to the world through the Greek lan- 
guage, which for three centuries before Christ 
had been refined by Socrates, Plato, Aristotle 
and their successors, whose chief concern was to 
find and declare the truth. Greek words—crisp, 
precise, picturesque, poetic, artistic, mature— 
were the tools ready at hand to give the world, as 
no other language could have given it, the con- 
cepts of righteousness, justice and eternity which 
constitute the Bible. This is the reason that, diffi- 
cult as the Bible seems to be in some parts, primi- 
tive people, when they read it properly trans- 
lated in their own tongues, seldom fail to catch 
its meaning and delight to read it again and 
again. 

And finally, the greatness of the Bible lies in 
its inescapable message of authority. The Bible is 
so much more than a book. It is a power. Like 
seed sown in a fertile field is the Bible, when cir- 
culated among a people. It causes something to 
grow in their souls. God speaks to them. The 
words they read are self-authenticating, carrying 
their own accent of certainty, their own ring of 
utter finality, in spite of the fact that these words 
are read in a translation. 

The finest flowers of world culture have grown 
from the soil in which the Bible has been sown. 
This is true in music, art, literature, architec- 
ture, morals, government. 

The crowning glory of the Bible is the person 
of Jesus Christ. He is the secret of its power. 
Though no man can explain Him, every man 
who has yielded his life to Him has found him- 
self in the presence of God, has found the fuller 
meaning of life, has found peace and that sense of 
dynamic security we call salvation. 
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Bible Number 188 


The Story of how, in recent months, the Bible in the Tibetan Language Cs Be last BOE com- 

pleted. Tibetan is the 188th language to receive the whole Bible. The Hila 1s EG here 

with the permission of the Editors of “The Bible in the World,’ Official Publication of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society , 


BYVERTG FENN 


1BET has been for long a 
‘Pia of mystery. Its cap- 
ital, Lhasa, is known as the 
‘Forbidden City,’’ and 
throughout the nineteenth 
century no European was al- 
lowed to go there, or, if he 
got there by stealth, he was 
expelled as soon as he was 
discovered. One Englishman, 
Mr. W. Moorcroft, managed 
to live there for twelve years 
disguised, but he left no rec- 
ords. Indian explorers visited 
Lhasa between 1863 and 
1881, but they had to con- 
ceal their purpose and their 
instruments. Missionaries 
like Miss A. T. Taylor of the 
China Inland Mission got near to Lhasa now and 
then, but were always turned back. Only very slowly 
did this mystery which shrouded Tibet give place to a 
knowledge of the geography and languages of the 
country. 

Most of Tibet is about 15,000 feet above sea level. 
The Himalayas form the southern wall, while to the 
north lies an even mightier range, and then the bar- 
ren desert of a high plateau. The great river bed of 
the Brahmaputra runs from west to east for about 
800 miles right across Southern ‘Tibet before it turns 
south to the sea. 

Yet for some seventy-five years portions of the 
Christian Scriptures have been finding their way over 
the passes, across the rivers, into the homes and even 
into the monasteries of the country. In 1903 the 
whole New Testament was published in* Tibetan, 
and now, this last year, the complete Bible is at 
last available and will be traveling on muleback 
from China and the east or Kashmir and the west, 
into the markets and meeting places of the myste- 
rious land of the Forbidden City—yes, even into 
Lhasa itself. Where missionaries cannot go, this Book 
will go. 

The story of the Bible in Tibetan goes back to 1856, 
when a little group of Moravian missionaries settled 
at Kyelang in Kashmir. They had failed to get into 
Tibet, so they settled as near as they could—about 
15,000 feet up in the Western Himalayas, overlooking 
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the valley of the Indus, so 
200 miles from the Tibeta 
border. At first there we 
only two of them—Dr. A.V 
Heyde and Mr. Pagell. The 
they were joined by Dr. 
A. Jaeschke, who was t 
play a leading part in 
work of translating the Ne 
Testament into Tibeta 
When Jaeschke died in 188 
they had established a tin’ 
congregation numberin 
only twenty-nine persons 
Kyelang and an even tini 
one at Poo, where six peop 
met for Christian worshi 
but they had translated a 
most the whole New Test 
ment into Tibetan—only the Epistle to the Hebre 
and the Book of Revelation remained. 

Just before Jaeschke’s death they moved the 
headquarters to Leh, about 120 miles farther nort 
Leh was a market on roads leading northwards ov 
the terrible passes to Yarkand and Kashgar in Turk 
stan, southwards into the northern plain of India an 
eastwards into Tibet proper. The Tibetan border w. 
only some fifty miles away (as the crow flies, thoug 
man must crawl round hills and through rivers); i 
deed, Ladakh, the district in which Leh lies, is reall 
just a part of Tibet which happens to belong t 
Kashmir. It was thus an admirable center fro 
which to distribute their New Testament. They s 
up their printing press at Leh and began. 

Soon, however, a great linguistic controversy aros 
and had to be dealt with. Jaeschke had used ‘“‘class 
cal” ‘Tibetan for his translation, but Tibet, like mo 
mountainous countries, is a land of many dialect 
and people from one district could not understan 
those from another. The written language—what 
have called “classical” Tibetan—was common to t 
whole country but understood only by a minorit 
In particular the language of eastern Tibet was ver 
different from that of the west, where the Moravia 
were working. Missionaries on the China border an 
in Darjeeling were very critical of the choice of t 
“classical” language, so a committee was set u 
representing all the different points of view, and m 
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a 1898 at Ghoom under the chairmanship of the 
‘eteran Dr. Heyde. They made a revision of Dr. 
aeschke’s translation which satisfied all concerned, 
nnd it was this version which was sponsored by the 
pritish and Foreign Bible Society in 1903. 

In 1912 Dr. A. H. Francke, another brilliant lin- 
suist, who had joined the little group at Leh, was 
wsked to take in hand the translation of the Old 
“estament. Unfortunately, he soon had to return to 
sermany because of a breakdown in his wife’s health, 
put he went on with the work there, with the help ofa 
“tbetan he took back with him. His translations were 
thecked by a committee on the field, and in this he 
vas ‘helped particularly by two men—Yoseb Gergan, 
‘he pastor of the little congregation in Leh, and 
Wavid Macdonald, a trading agent in Darjeeling, 
vho had spoken Tibetan from infancy. Superintended 
»y Bishop Peter, the little printing press at Leh 
-urned out portions of the Bible from time to time, 
»nd even printed the first newspaper in Tibetan, The 


.adakh Times. 
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What a portion of a page of the Tibetan Bible looks like 


Dr. Francke died in 1930, a leading expert in Tibe- 
van language, religion and customs, and an authority 
on the archaeology of the country. Before he died 
ne had completed the translation of the Old Testa- 
ment, but there was still much to do before it could 
be ready for printing. 

Dr. Francke bequeathed his work to the Rev. 
‘YYoseb Gergan, the outstanding Tibetan scholar who 
had been his chief assistant. Just before the outbreak 
of the Second World War the completed manuscript 
wwas sent to London, but printing could not be under- 
taken at once, and the war broke out before it had 
begun. The precious manuscript was stored for safety 
‘in the crypt of Ripon Cathedral. When the war was 
over, special funds were raised and the printing was 
sanctioned by the British and Foreign Bible Society’s 
Committee in 1945. It was agreed to do the work in 
Lahore, India. 

The next stage was to write out the whole Bible in 
special ink and with a special pen on a special paper, 
so that it could be photographed and reproduced by 
the litho process: Mr. Gergan decided to do this 
himself, with the aid of two other Tibetans, Gappal 
and Phunthsog. By the end of 1945 a large section 
of the book had been sent to Lahore and the proofs 
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had begun to arrive. In 1946 Mr. Gergan’s health 
began to fail and he had to employ two additional 
scribes, Stobldan and Zodpa. He died in August 
1946, a few days after the work was completed. 

At the last moment the whole enterprise almost 
came to grief. ‘The proofs had to be sent from Lahore 
to Leh for correction and the corrected proofs re- 
turned to Lahore for revision. Most of the journey 
was by pony or on foot, over great passes and 
through wild and desolate country, through rain and 
snow and blistering heat. One set of proofs was 
lost, another so damaged by weather as to be inde- 
cipherable. Then came the independence of India, 
the division of the country into India and Pakistan, 
and (in 1947) the war in Kashmir. All regular com- 
munication was interrupted. Gappal, one of the orig- 
inal scribes, decided to go to Lahore and complete 
the proofs on the spot. He set out in February, 1948, 
but the fighting in Kashmir blocked his way. He 
tried again in March—and disappeared. For weeks 
nothing was heard either of him or of the precious 
manuscript he carried. 

Mr. Chandu Ray, the Lahore Secretary of the 
Bible Society of India and Ceylon, set out in July to 
look for him, hearing that he had been seen in 
Srinagar, the capital of Kashmir. After a two-day 
search in Srinagar, Mr. Ray found him and per- 
suaded him to go with him to Lahore. With some dif- 
ficulty a permit was obtained for Gappal to leave 
Kashmir. ‘The two men flew to Delhi, went from there 
to Amritsar by train, on by bus to the border of Paki- 
stan, walked the two miles between the two borders, 
and picked up a taxi to Lahore. They did it all in one 
day. The ‘Tibetan had never traveled except on 
foot or by horse in his life, and was almost over- 
come by the heat of the plains after the cold of the 
mountains! Then at last, in the bishop’s house, in 
a specially cooled room, Gappal sat down to check 
the proofs. In a fortnight they were done, and in 
August 1948 he was able to set off for home, carry- 
ing one of the first complete Bibles in Tibetan under 
his arm. 

The ninety years’ saga was over. But a new one has 
now begun—the saga of taking this Book over the 
passes and across the rivers into the market places 
of the Forbidden Country. 


At the end of 1948 some part of the Bible had 
been published in 1,108 languages and dialects. 
Since then Scriptures have been published in a 
number of new languages, and some languages 
have moved into the New Testament or complete 
Bible class. The Bible for the Faroe Islands was 


published by a local group in the spring, and the 
first New Testaments have already been published 
in Kisii (British and Foreign Bible Society) and 
Biza-Lala (National Bible Society of Scotland). 
Other Bibles and Testaments are expected to be 
issued by several members of the United Bible So- 
cieties before the end of the year. 
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Put Yourself in Their Place 


How simple to find a Bible anywhere in the United States! But consider our friends 
of other lands. Here are just a few of their letters, all from Germany 


Last night I read the Gospel of Luke from beginning to 
Biles <3. 

Yesterday I received a wonderful copy of the Holy 
Bible sent to me from your Geneva office in Switzer- 
land without a letter of advice. I suppose the sending 
of that excellent copy of the Bible to me is your answer 
to my letter of three months ago. 

Last night I read the Gospel according to St. Luke 
from the beginning to the end. What a stirring story! 
I was deeply moved, as always when reading the 
Gospel. 

Let me thank you, gentlemen, for your kind and 
friendly action. ‘The book you sent me means a 
treasure to me. I must confess I am in love with it. 
May God the Lord bless you for what you have done 
for me! 

With best wishes and warmest regards, I am, Max 
Schwarz, Bremen, Germany 
Mostly I must say, “I can’t help you . 

Just a few lines to thank you so much for sending 
us Bibles and ‘Testaments printed in German. I ama 
deaconess and am working as a church sister. It is 
very difficult in our parish. We lost everything 
through bombing. Children very often ask me for a 
Bible because they have none at home. Mostly I 
must say, “I can’t help you.” But now I am so glad 
to help a few children. We had lately some from the 
Hilfswerk. And so I would like to thank you and the 
Christians in America for the children who received 
one. 

Sister Gertrud Grothaus, Buer-Scholven, Germany 

The youngsters do want to see and read the Old Testa- 
LENG Se 

By your kindness we could get a wonderful gift. 
Rev. Mr. Jones came one day and gave us 900 New 
Testaments. We are very thankful indeed for these 
because in our schools, for instance, it is very diffi- 
cult to deliver our lectures, as there are no New 
Testaments or Bibles at all. During my long cap- 
tivity in Canada as a prisoner of war I learned the 
kindness and the fine fellowship of the American 
Churches. Now I am very much pleased that this 
wonderful feeling of fellowship in Christ did not end 
on the American continent, but is as strong as ever. 
The call for Old Testaments or the whole Bible is 
very loud in Germany today. The youngsters do 
want to see and to read this Old Testament, insulted 
again and again by the Nazis. It became an “‘interest- 
ing” book. Accept, please, my best thanks. 

Hams-Joachim Thilo, Berlin, Germany 

The matter of distribution will be a headache .. . 

Not very long ago our local office of the Hilfswerk 
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received a consignment of 96 Bibles and 320 New 
Testaments. Enclosed with each package was a 
printed paper, asking the recipient of this precious 
gift to acknowledge receipt of it either to America or 
to Geneva. You may well imagine that this gift of 
Bibles has given us great joy. The matter of distribut- 
ing them will of course be a headache. ‘The New 
Testaments are particularly welcome for confirma- 
tion classes. I have distributed the Bibles almost 
equally between all fifteen parishes of our district, 
Pforzheim Land, and comforted some of the parishes 
which received only New Testaments with the prom- 
ise that they would be cared for when the next lot ar- 
rived. I don’t know whether that was perhaps hoping 


Bibles being loaded for Berlin from the Wiirttemberg 
Printing Plant 


for too much. But since we received a similar con 
signment in 1946, we shall be very glad if we are no 
deceiving ourselves in our optimism! 

H. K. Diemer, Gottingen, German 

An old mother wept for joy... 

You have sent us Bibles and New Testaments. Ou 
people has very great hunger to these books. An ol 
mother has wept, when she has received a Bible fro 
us. She has wept for joy. God blesses you and all th 
brothers for the love, what you have done us, tha 
we can distribute the love of Our Lord in your Bibles 

Faithfully ! Hans Matthiessen, Ratzeburg,German 
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| They stubbornly fight to save their souls... 

I wish to let you know that I have received 324 
opies of the Ukrainian Bible from the American 
ible Society, donated by the Women’s Missionary 
ociety of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. The 
ible is in great demand among the exiles. This sup- 
ly will greatly diminish the demand of these spiritu- 
(ly hungry people. The churches of all denomina- 
‘ons, except the Catholic, cooperate with us in dis- 
ribution of the Holy Scripture. In Augsburg an 


HE Maryland Bible Society is just six years 

younger than the British and Foreign Bible So- 
iety, and six years older than the American Bible 
society. Thus, as an Auxiliary of the latter it sym- 
eolizes, in striking fashion, the relationship of the 
»tate Society at its best to these great world organi- 
-ations, a connecting link of the parish with the 
orld. 
| James McHenry was President Washington’s Sec- 
~etary of War and built the old Star Fort where the 
Star Spangled Banner floated untouched by the 
thells of the British fleet in 1814. Francis Scott Key 
saw it “catch the gleam of the morning’s first beam,” 
and, “in full glory reflected . . . shine on the stream”’ 
as the bombardment ended and the fleet prepared to 
-ail away, foiled if not defeated. Dr. McHenry was 
a trustee of the First Presbyterian Church, of which 
Ir. James Inglis was the minister. Dr. Inglis was one 
of the organizers of the Maryland Bible Society, and 
‘t is doubtless through his influence that Dr. Mc- 
denry consented to serve as the first President of the 
Maryland Society. 

Article II of the Maryland Bible Society’s Consti- 
ution and By-Laws, under the heading “Field,” 
clearly sets forth its relation to the American Bible 
Society: ““This Society shall be auxiliary to the 
American Bible Society. After it has supplied the 
reeds of the State of Maryland, its surplus funds shall 
ye paid to the American Bible Society to help in the 
circulation of the Scriptures throughout the United 
States and other countries.” 

Just how faithfully the Maryland Bible Society has 
idministered its stewardship is shown by a known 
listribution of 3,452,899 volumes since 1833, from 
Which year faithful records have been kept. This 
qumber might well exceed 4,000,000 if a careful 
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Orthodox priest takes care of the office. Some of the 
Bibles are distributed by the bookstores. We try to 
get voluntary workers in different camps for the same 
purpose. Practically all of the exiles have lost all 
their earthly possessions, but they fight stubbornly 
to save their souls. Therefore they greatly appreciate 
the spiritual food they find in the Word of God, and 
on their behalf I express deep gratitude to our 
Christian friends for their valuable donations. 
Rev. Basil Kusiv 


A Great Work in a Smal! State 


The Secretary of the Maryland Bible Society was requested to contribute this Story. If every State 
of the Union were as well organized and faithfully covered, the United States would be more 
worthy her Heritage in the Scriptures 


BY EDGAR CORDELL POWERS 


record had been made of the distribution during the 
first twenty-three years of the Society’s life. Nor need 
the Society be ashamed of its total cash contribution 
for worldwide work over the last 116 years, which 
reaches the tidy total of $323,589. Probably half of 
this is accounted for by gifts made within the last 
twenty years. 

Colportage in many forms has been used to reach 
the rural areasof Maryland. Foraconsiderable period 
two full-time colporteurs, both former ministers of 
the Gospel, went into the highways and byways of 
the State, from the level lands of the Eastern Shore 
to the last mountain range of Garrett County, mak- 
ing house-to-house canvasses for Bibleless homes. 
This proved far too costly an experience, and was 
laid aside for periodic excursions into neglected areas 
by college students for a month or six weeks in sum- 
mer. The student program was continued until the 
Society became convinced that the Churches could 
and would meet the challenge if it were properly 
and convincingly laid before them. 

Of the twenty-three counties in Maryland, Freder- 
ick is outstanding for its colportage. ‘The Young 
Men’s Bible Society of Frederick carries on this fine 
project perennially: about once in three years, every 
house in the city and county is visited by a colporteur, 
offering Scriptures for sale or gift, as the conditions 
indicate. It is doubtful if any other equal area of the 
Lord’s vineyard is so carefully cultivated. 

In Washington County the Society now has a part- 
time worker who serves throughout the year, divid- 
ing his time between colportage and a rural ministry 
to neglected people where churches have been closed 
for lack of a minister or lay leadership. Rev. George 
Kerstetter, a retired Reformed minister, teaches 

(Continued on page 126) , 
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The Bool 


OTHERS HAVE FO 


George Washington: It is impossible to 
rightly govern the world without God 
and the Bible . .. He is worse than an in- 
fidel who does not read his Bible and 
acknowledge his obligation to God. 


John Adams: The Bible is the best Book 
in the world. 


Thomas Jefferson: I have always said and 
always will say that the studious perusal 
of the Sacred Volume will make better 
citizens, better fathers, better husbands... 
The Bible makes the best people in the 
world. 


John Quincy Adams: My custom is to read 
four or five chapters of the Bible every 
morning immediately after rising . . . It 
seems to me the most suitable manner 
of beginning the day ... It is an inval- 
uable and inexhaustible mine of knowl- 
edge and virtue. 


Abraham Lincoln: I am profitably engaged 

in reading the Bible. ‘Take all of this Book 
upon reason that you can, and the balance by faith, 
and you will live and die a better man. 


Theodore Roosevelt: To every man who faces life wit 
real desire to do his part in everything, I appeal for a 
study of the Bible. 


“Woodrow Wilson: I have a very simple thing to ask of youd 
I ask every man and woman in this audience that fro 
this day on they will realize that part of the destiny off 
America lies in their daily perusal of this great Book. 


Martin Luther: Holy Scripture is a sweet-scented herb} 
and the more you rub it, the more it emits its fragrance 

John Wesley: O give me that Book! At any price givell 
me that Book of God. Here is knowledge enough fo 
me. Let me be a man of one Book. 


Live By 


ml SO...HAVE 1? 


Sir Isaac Newton: I find more sure marks 
of authenticity in the Bible than in any 
profane history whatever. 


William Penn: The Scriptures contain a 
declaration of the mind and will of God 
. . . They ought also to be read, believed 
and fulfilled in our day. We accept 
them as the words of God Himself. 


William Wilberforce: Let no religious 
book take its place. People do not read 
the Bible enough. Worldwide Bible Reading 


Bookmarks you need. They 


Write for the quantity of 


Benjamin Franklin: Cultivate an ac- 
quaintance with anda firm belief in 
the Holy Scriptures. This is your certain 
interest. 


list the 32 Scripture passages 

to be read daily from Thanks- 

giving to Christmas, together 

with a seven-point program 
Daniel Webster: From the time that, at 

A ; of suggestions for successful 

my mother’s feet or on my father’s knee, 

I first learned to lisp the verses from the 

sacred writings, they have been my Send your request to the 


daily study and vigilant contemplation. AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

5 
Dept. U, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, N.Y. 


Bible reading. 


William E. Gladstone: I have known 
ninety-five great men of the world in 
my time, and of these, eighty-seven were all followers of 


the Bible. 


ohn Wanamaker: I cannot too greatly emphasize the im- 
portance and value of Bible study—more important than 
ever before in these days of uncertainties, when men and 
women are apt to decide questions from the standpoint 
of expediency rather than upon the eternal principles 
laid down by God Himself. 
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Billy” Sunday: Mrs. Sunday writes: It was my husband’s 
fixed rule to begin his day with his devotional Bible read- 
ing. He would not even open a telegram, much less a 
letter or read a newspaper until he had his time alone 
with the Book. 
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jouglas MacArthur: Believe me, sir, never a night goes 
by, be I ever so tired, but I read the Word of God before 


I go to bed. 


A Great Work in a Small State 
(Continued from page 123) 


these people to help themselves, supplies Scriptures 
and starts them going like Lazarus loosed from his 
eraveclothes. e 

~ In Somerset County, Maryland is a tiny auxiliary 
known as the Ladies’ Bible Society of Princess Anne. 
For more than a century these faithful women have 
carried on their beneficent task of supplying prison- 
ers in the jail, and lately in a camp of conscientious 
objectors, with volumes of Scriptures. Every year, be- 
fore the Annual Meeting of the Maryland Bible 
Society, the Secretary forwards a report of the work 
done, together with a cash contribution for the State 
of Maryland. In more than a century this Society has 
had but four Presidents and about an equal number 
of Secretaries. 

During World War II, as in all previous wars 
since 1812, the Society supplied Scriptures to local 
troops, particularly the 29th Division, also to the 
Naval Trainees at Bainbridge and to the Coast Guard 
at Arundel Cove, and the Air Squadron at Frederick. 
Thousands of Testaments were distributed. 

Every year, on the Sunday prior to June Week, 
Testaments are presented to the ensigns of the United 
States Naval Academy at Annapolis. These are always 
received with appreciation. Several years ago one of 


How the Chinese Respond to Christ 


From the following report and other like evidence from China, we are encouraged to believe that the Communi. 
advance cannot overwhelm the Christian movement and the interest in the Scriptures there 
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N six of the east China cities outside of Shanghai, 

Dr. T. C. Bau, Executive Secretary of the East 
China Baptist Mission, arranged for a series of evan- 
gelistic meetings. Five days were set aside for each 
community. Public officials who were friendly, even 
though in some cases not Christians, were asked to help 
launch the meetings by being present on the platform 
and to speak words of welcome to the visiting mis- 
sioners. 

Crowds of people came to these meetings in each 
of the cities. Speakers were sent also to schools and 
hospitals, as well as into organized group meetings 
where the group purpose was not primarily to ad- 
vance the cause of Christ. Posters were used in con- 
spicuous places, and literature of various kinds was 
made available for distribution. 

Dr. Bau writes that they were able in the midst of 
the scarcity of Scriptures in China to get hold of 
60,000 copies of the New Testament in Chinese, and 
that these were all sold during the meetings. In addi- 
tion they obtained 15,000 copies of portions of Scrip- 
ture, which were given away to people who could not 
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the classes wrote more than 100 “Thank you’’ letter: 
after the distribution had been made. 

Hospitals, jails, the State Penitentiary, schools, col: 
leges, and needy churches receive grants as the need; 


Snapped at one of the rare moments when no customers were 
visiting the attractive Scripture store in the beautiful Bible 
House in Baltimore 


are indicated. Working in the belief that “The e 
trance of Thy words giveth light,” the Society go 
on setting up candles, assured that ‘the light shinet 
in the darkness”’ and the darkness will never be abl 
to put it out. 


afford to purchase as much as the New Testamen 

These meetings were so successful in the number 
decisions for Christ and the Church and in the nu 
ber of enquirers who were enrolled, that the plan 
to go into a larger number of communities in Ea 
China between now and the end of 1950. 


Righting “Their First Mistake’’ 


Chaplain Herbert Dumstrey, District Chaplain 
the Fifth Naval District, Norfolk, Virginia, writes t 
Society: 

Receipt is acknowledged of four cartons of the comple 
Bible. Please accept my sincere appreciation for this gi 
As stated in my original request, these volumes will be p 
to excellent use in our Re-Training Command. We a 
ready have evidence of the influence of the Scriptures 
these young men, many of whom have made their fir 
mistake. We feel confident that the influence of their cha 
lain will be helpful in restoring them to duty and furth 
good service to their God and country. 
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HO is that Mossi worker who always has a 
smile?”’ was the question asked us by a visiting 
ssionary. He had been impressed with the friendly 
‘it of a man, though he could not converse with 
him. We who speak his language 
have benefited in many ways 
from this consecrated Mossi 
man who has truly been born 
again. He is from a small town 
four miles from Ouahigouya, 
and shortly after his conversion 
was “small boy” to the Mossi 
preacher, who sent him on er- 
rands, and by bicycle on long 
trips, to buy merchandise. 
Shortly after we settled in 
Ouahigouya, Boanga, the “‘man 
with the smile,” volunteered as 
gardener. That is the hardest 
job of all mission workers in Up- 
per Volta, for during the seven 
months’ dry season the water is 
drawn from the well by hand 
d carried in two five-gallon tins and emptied into a 
‘inkling can for watering the garden beds. Though 
nder and tall, he stuck to his job despite the weari- 
ss which often showed in his gait. Eager for the 
ngs of God, he would often come with his Mossi 
~w Testament after hours and sit down near us and 
< for explanation of various passages he had marked 
his private reading. Sometimes, when I was very 
sy with lesson preparation or writing in the -eve- 
ags, he would come and greet politely and sit down 
the floor of my “‘study.”’ When asked if he came for 
mething, he would break into his big pleasant smile 
.d say, No, he didn’t want to bother; he just wanted 
be near me because he loved the Lord, and loved 
be in my presence as a father in the Lord. 
Boafiga’s heart became so hungry for baptism that 
- often spent time alone in the adobé chapel, seeking 
e Lord. We could hear his muffled voice pleading 
ore the Lord in the compound chapel. One day 
hen we returned from a trip, he came running to 
be gate with the good news that while praying in the 
.apel during our absence the Lord had filled him 
ith the Spirit. From then on the radiance continued 
ad he has conscientiously tried to keep the glow— 
keep from any incident which might mar his fel- 
ship with the Lord, his missionary friends and his 
n Mossi fellow Christians. 
Boafiga was faithful in going out witnessing, and 
‘companying me when I went to preach in the 


anga as garden boy 
Mr. Hall proudly 
Plays a 44-pound 
npkin raised from 
American seed 
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The Mossi with the Smile 


“T have called him in at various times, and questioned him and tempted him and tested him, 
and he is so different,” said the French Army Captain 


BY JOHN F. HALL 


Ouahigouya market. With the introduction of a vic- 
trola and of records made in the Mossi language, the 
crowds increased. We put the victrola on top of one 
of the grass shelters used by traders in the market, so 
the larger crowds might hear. From the beginning I 
noticed that Boanhga preached the Gospel with less 
wandering in subject than the average Mossi preacher. 

One month before we left on furlough, Boafiga an- 
nounced that he was leaving the garden work to enter 
the ministry. That meant a sacrifice for him, as our 
Ouahigouya workers are on a system of receiving 
tithes of the people, which sometimes nets them much 
less than the monthly wage paid by the missionary to 
his employees. They supplement their income with 
farming, leather-work and weaving cloth, awaiting 
the time when the tithes shall suffice fully. 

Then came the war and, after our departure on 
furlough, there was no other missionary in residence 
there. This meant that Boafiga with his little family 
was left alone on the station as caretaker and local 
pastor, as well as host to the out-station workers at 
their monthly gathering. Finances were at a low ebb 
during this time, but the Lord met every need. His 


Mr. and Mrs. Hall with their district preachers on the day 

of the arrival of the first Mossi Testaments from the Ameri- 

can Bible Society. Together with Mr. and Mrs. A. E. 

Wilson, the Halls were made Life Members of the Society 

in 1945 in recognition of their work in translating the Mosst 
(Moré) New Testament 


testimony was encouraging as to how the Lord met 
their needs as they arose. At one time he made some 
leather purses. He knew that he, as a novice, did not 
do as good work as professionals, so he offered the 
lot to a local trader. To his surprise and joy the trader 
paid him more than he asked—an almost unheard-of 
thing with natives, whose very life is argument and 
barter on every deal. As is so often the case during 
hardship, the enemy comes in with a test. ‘The Jesuit 
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priest dropped around and said I was never coming 
back, and he had just as well come to them for teach- 
ing now. He said, ‘“Thank you, but I have sufficient 
teaching.” Praise God, he had the entire New Testa- 
ment in his mother tongue, which we missionaries 
have translated and of which the American Bible So- 
ciety has printed five thousand copies. 
A captain in the French army, holding an official 
position in the town where we were stationed, one 
day said to me, “I’d like to know more about that 
young man of yours named Boafiga. I have called 
him in at various times, and questioned him and 
tempted him and tested him in various ways, and he 
is so different from the other Mossi. I have never 


As an echo of the memorable meeting of the Council 
of the United Bible Societies held in New York and 
Greenwich, Connecticut in June, we present this delight- 
ful picture taken during the sessions. In the foreground 
Mr. G. P. Khouw of Indonesia is indicating to Rev. Shiro 
Murata of Japan (extreme left) and Mr. Young Bin Im 
of Korea, a point on the Society’s language globe. In the 
background Rev. A. H. Wilkinson of England is pointing 
to one of the languages in the Society’s language chart 
as he confers with Rey. Chandu Ray of Pakistan. For 
new subscribers of the Bible Society Record who care to 
read of the proceedings of the United Bible Societies’ 
meeting in June, copies of the September issue of the 
Record, which features the sessions, will be sent as long as 
the copies on hand permit. Just drop a card to Bible 
Society Record, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y, 
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caught him in a lie nor in deception and immoralit 
like the general run of Mossi. Where did you ever fine 
such a man?” I replied, “Captain, we didn’t fin 
him; Jesus made him that way by His transforma 
power and we have others like him.” Yes, it isn’t ed 
cation, industry, agriculture, arts and trades, th 
comprise the Great Commission, but the straight-for 
ward order to preach the Good News; through tha 
the Holy Spirit works in the hearts and lives of o 
African peoples and, when accepted whole-hearted] 
produces such men as Boafiga, “the Mossi with t 
smile,” who in turn is doing so much to bring, b 
word and life, the same message of the transformin 
power of Jesus Christ to his own people. 


A New Field Secretary 


The Rev. James Zwem 
Nettinga, -h.D.,a@ 
been appointed a Fie 
Secretary of the Americ 
Bible Society with hea 
quarters at 325 Ramo 
Street, Pasadena, whe 
he will be associated wi 
Mr. Alfred G. Blair. M 
Nettinga, who has be 
Secretary of the Board 
Domestic Missions of t 
Reformed Church in A 
erica, took up residen 
in Pasadena about July 

Pasadena is one of t 
important offices of t 
Bible Society, Scripture distribution from that offi 
alone reaching annually over 90,000 volumes. It w 
established to supplement the work of the Socie 
District Office in San Francisco in October 1943. 

Mr. Nettinga was a member of the class of 1934 
Hope College, Holland, Michigan. He is a gradu 
of Western Theological Seminary, Holland, Mic 
gan; Princeton Theological Seminary and Uni 
Theological Seminary. He holds the degree of Th. 
from Union Theological Seminary. 

Following his graduation from Princeton, Mr. N 
tinga served as pastor of the Old Harlem Collegi 
Reformed Church in New York City for four yea 
He went from the pastorate to become Secretary 
the Department of Young People’s Work, Board 
Education of the Reformed Church in America, a 
in 1946 transferred his activities to the larger res 
sibilities of the secretaryship of the Board of Dom 
tic Missions. 

Mr. Nettinga is married and has one son, Dr 
Steven Nettinga, aged twenty-one months. 


Dr. Nettinga 
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[TEMBERS’ FORUM 


Annual Membership in the Society is secured through 
: gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
he Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
irectorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 


ill be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
»ondence from members and devote this page in each 
sue to that purpose. } 


om La Center, Kentucky: 

I am no longer a pastor, which explains no reply 
» your recent letter addressed to my former church. 
ut the Lord has laid it on my heart to send you the 
iclosed check for $50 to help spread the Word of 
od among the nations. I append ten names to 
hom the Bible Society Record may be sent to inform 
1em what is being done, also perhaps enlist them 
, supporters. 


om St. Petersburg, Florida: 

Just heard from my friend up north today, that she 
d not make out a check for me to the American 
ible Society when she wrote several other mission- 
y checks for me, so I’ve just made out a double 
ieck for these two years. Will try to be more careful 
the future. 


m Evanston, Illinois: 
I am enclosing a money order for $47 to be used 
r one whole Bible in Braille. It is in memory of 
other, who went to be with the Lord last October. 
ye had enjoyed good eyesight until a year before 
sr death. But as her sight was failing, her greatest 
uxiety was not being able to read her precious 
ible. I know she would be happy to know some blind 
“rson would have the privilege of reading God’s 


om Deadwood, South Dakota: 

I have received, read and reread your circular of 

ril 27. ; 

The present hunger after the Word of God makes 
y heart ache and my eyes weep, because I can do 
: little to help spread the life-giving Word to dying 
imanity. 

The enclosed check for $25 was just received as 
1 extra allowance on a meager pension to retired 
lissionaries. I love the Word and pray daily for 
od’s blessing upon the many copies which are being 
istributed through the Bible House and other chan- 
sls. May each copy bring life and comfort to souls 
ho otherwise would perish! 


om Des Moines, Iowa: 

We are pleased to send you herewith New York 
raft for $25 to be used in printing Bibles. We have 
ontributed in smaller amounts from time to time 
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through our Church channels, but at this time we 
felt led to send a special offering. 

For several years wife and I have used all the sales 
of our garden fruits and vegetables as a fund for 
special offerings, aside from our regular tithe. We 
get a great deal of blessing from this, and we think 
there is an interesting parallel between the seed we 
sow in the garden and the seed of God’s Word. 


From Wyoming, Pennsylvania: 


Enclosed find a money order for $25, for which 
please send Bibles where needed most. This is part 
of a tithe froma small inheritance. I think the money 
will do more good given to the Bible Society than 
anywhere else; and I know of hundreds of worthy 
causes and cases. I have pondered this for weeks, 
and always the Bible Society comes out on top. 


From Sharon, Connecticut, with a check for $50: 


As I read in the May issue of the Record the article 
“What are these among so many?” I was again led 
to make a sacrificial offering to help give the Gospel 
to those that have never heard. I firmly believe that 
only what is done for Christ will last. May the Lord 
richly bless your wonderful work. 


From Salt Lake City, Utah: 


I have been a sick man for years; will be eighty 
next birthday. In going through a locker where I 
found some correspondence I hadn’t seen for twenty 
years, I came across one envelope of the American 
Bible Society. ?m an old-age pensioner with an in- 
come of $41 per month. I’ve decided to give you the 
odd dollar and I will live on the $40 for once. 


From Atlanta, Georgia: 


Enclosed you will find fifteen cents, for which 
please send me one hundred copies of your little 
leaflet called ““A Bible Alphabet.” 

A friend gave me one of these not long ago, and it 
has proved priceless in getting me started in earnest 
to commit to memory portions of Scripture. I: was 
a student of the Bible already, but from first com- 
mitting to memory the verses contained in “‘A Bible 
Alphabet’ I went on to storing much larger portions 
in my mind and heart. 


From Denver, Colorado: 

We give readily and eagerly to the Red Cross or 
the Tuberculosis Society to help our neighbors in 
physical trouble. Why shouldn’t we give as readily to 
help our neighbor’s spiritual health? That is why I 
am investing in Bible Seals. Enclosed find $10. 


From Fort Worth, Texas: 

I enclose a check for $2 to buy Testaments for 
Japanese people. This gift is from seven little ten- 
year-old girls who want to share the Good News with 
the Japanese. 
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The Salvation Army s Bible Reading Marathon 


A Stimulating and Suggestive Program for Reading the New Testament through in a Single Day, 
described by the Director of the Army's National Research and Publicity Department 


BY] CUA Pie DD Gosbe rr tag 


RINTED literature and posters from the American 

Bible Society are helping to accelerate the inter- 
est of Salvation Army young people, whose day-long 
New Testament reading marathons in various parts 
of the country are enlist- 
ing the interest of youth 
and adults in the world’s 
best reading. 

One of the fastest grow- 
ing marathons is sponsor- 
ed by the Army’s Taber- 
nacle Corpsin LosAngeles, 
California, where Myrtle 
L. Douglas inaugurated in 
1947 the series now in its 
third year. 

Recalling the first im- 
pact of continuous Bible 
reading by young people, 
she relates that a “reverent hush fell on the adult 
audience as the young people walked into the final 
evening service to read the last verses which cli- 
maxed the event.” 

Young people first gather around the altar for 
prayer and the lighting of a candle to signal the start 
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Myrtle Douglass reading 
while the huge candle burns 
throughout the day 


Daily Bible Readings 


yt 


The Good Book 
Recordings of the radio program “The 


those desiring to use this material are ad- 


cles in whole or in part. Its contents 
are not copyrighted. 


vised to make an early booking with the 
nearest American Bible Society Office. 
The records are available free of charge, 
but the user is requested to pay retur 
postage and insurance. Sets can be pur 
chased for $7. 


of the reading. The candle burns continuousl 
throughout the day, starting at five in the mornin 
and ending at eight-thirty at night. 

This is the general pattern of the Army’s successf 
marathons as illustrated by the Los Angeles program 

Volunteer readers assigned in advance report a 
stipulated times to read their designated chapters 
Fast readers are assigned long chapters, slow reader 
are assigned the short ones. 

Visitors entering the room are supplied with Bi 
bles, outlines of the readings, and a copy of one of th 
handy little American Bible Society volumes contain 
ing a single Gospel, as a remembrance of the occa 
sion. A blackboard charting the progress of Ne 
Testament readings indicates the name of the curren 
reader and those to follow. Thus, without lapse o 
time, each successive reader steps into place to assur 
an unbroken reading of God’s Word. 

As the hour for Sunday school approaches, the tim 
ing is arranged so that students can read chapters i 
unison. Chapters are also read by audiences in morn 
ing worship services, in Salvation Army street meet 
ings and in all activities throughout the day. 

When the time for the reading of the final chapter 
of Revelation draws near, the Corps Officer, Captai 
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Victor Newbould, is notified as he conducts the open- 
‘ng moments of the evening service for adults. The 
young people then enter the senior auditorium to lead 
‘he unison reading of the final verses of Revelation, 
»roducing an impressive benediction of deep rever- 
‘nce and solemnity. 


A corps cadet reads from First Thessalonians as the 
Secretary keeps the ever-changing audience posted 


Los Angeles and Hollywood newspapers sent re- 
vorters and photographers throughout the day to 
over the event and, sensing the solemnity of the oc- 
-asion, were careful not to disturb readers or listeners 
s they covered the story. 

Many in the audience stayed for the full day, while 
thers dropped in from time to time as they were able 
3 leave other religious duties. No mere novelty, New 
‘estament marathons can thus be so conducted as to 
ing fresh insight to Scriptural truths to readers and 
steners alike. Readers sign an honor roll each year, 
3 be kept in perpetual commemoration of the event. 
arly morning hours attract the largest audiences, 
nd it is significant that conductors of the marathons 
ave never wanted for readers. At times it 1s a prob- 
2m to give all of them assignments. 

Any possibility of monotony can be avoided by 
ch special program features as the projection on a 
screen of Biblical scenes as they are described in the 
ading. On one occasion, one of the young readers, 
onfined to a sick bed, telephoned his reading in to 
e group. 

Similar marathons have been conducted by Salva- 
on Army youth in various parts of the country, in- 
luding Spokane, Washington, from which the ac- 
ompanying picture is supplied. To assure the success 
if the venture, its proponents stress the need for care- 
Ily integrated plans, including the mailing of in- 
‘tations, assignments of readers on hourly schedules, 
listribution of American Bible Society posters and 
iterature, advance publicity through newspapers, 
hurch bulletins and other available media, to insure 
maximum attendance. 

Once the people are present, experience shows that 
he New Testament does the rest. Again and again 
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its fascinating 260 chapters have been publicly read 
in fifteen hours and twenty minutes by 65 readers, 
attracting several hundred people. 


What One Denomination Has 
Accomplished 


Some months ago one of the pastors of the Evangel- 


ical Congregational Denomination caught a vision of 


the great work carried on by the American Bible So- 
ciety in providing Scriptures to fifteen different areas 
of the world, and decided to help promote through 
his denomination a campaign for the raising of funds 
for the Society. 

Every church in the East Pennsylvania Conference 
was visited several times, and thus far over fifty-eight 
churches, Sunday schools and Christian Endeavor 
Societies have made gifts amounting to nearly $2,000. 

The matter of promoting the interests of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society was made a top project and the 
Rey. D. Robert Booth, Pastor of Zion E.C. Church, 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, was named correspondent 
of the Society to cooperate with the Society’s Field 
Secretary, Edwin H. Bookmyer. 


A Bible for the Crown Prince 


A high official of the Imperial Japanese household 
called at the Japan Bible House on the Ginza, the 
central business section of ‘Tokyo, and asked for a 
copy of the Holy Bible. 

He explained he wanted “‘a good one”’ because he 
had been sent by the Crown Prince to purchase a 


copy. 
“The Prince,” the official added, “‘wishes to read 


the-whole Bible during his summer vacation.” 
Gratefully surprised, the Bible Society’s General 

Secretary presented the best Bible he could find in 

his stock, with his humble compliments to the Prince. 


American Bible Society Directory 
(Presented in more complete form on*this page in every other issue) 
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Cooperating Bible Soc ieties in New England located in: Portland, Me.; Concord, 
N.H.; Burlington, Vt.; Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; Hartford, Conn. 
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l've Let the 


mevican Bible Society 


Take Over 
My Money Worries 


Wu AT a glad relief not to be burdened with 
investment problems and expenses! Now that 
John is no longer here to look-after things, I am 
putting my money into American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreements. I receive a surprisingly 
high income, which is guaranteed never to 
change even when times are bad. What money is left after I am gone 
goes to spread the Word of God. Not only do I now have great financial 
peace of mind, but the thought of this wonderful memorial is an abiding joy. 


Investigate this Christian Plan which enables you, too, both to give 
and receive generously at the same time, even entitles you to certain 
exemptions. Write now for the interesting free booklet, A Gift That Lives, 
telling you all about the Annuity Plan and how it can work for you. 


. 1 
H me AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY H 
: 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 
i INCOME ‘ 
H ASSURED . 
' 
Please send me without obligation your booklet, BSR 8 entitled A Gift That ' 
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